
16-98 
Oppose 

 

117 
 

STATEMENT BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF RI 
IN OPPOSITION TO  

PROPOSED ENACTMENT 16-98 

To support the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 

This proposed enactment is submitted by the Rotary Club of Madison, District 6250, 
USA. 

The proposed enactment would add an article to the RI Bylaws and amend Article 13, 
Section 1 of the Standard Rotary Club Constitution.  While environmental issues are 
important global concerns, they are outside of the scope of Rotary’s six areas of focus.  
Moreover, global warming is a controversial issue in some parts of the world and is 
therefore inconsistent with Article 13, Section 3 of the Standard Rotary Club 
Constitution, which states that Rotary be non-political. 

• This issue is not within the scope of the purposes of Rotary (Article 3) nor the Object 
of Rotary (Article 4). 

• It is not desirable or essential to include a project in our constitutional documents.  
For example, our current corporate priority, eradicating polio, is not included in 
Rotary’s constitutional documents. 

• This enactment appears to propose that Rotary establish global environmental 
concerns as one of our corporate priorities, which is not consistent with The Rotary 
Foundation’s six areas of focus.   

• Further, Rotary has no expertise, resources, or protocols by which to address 
environmental concerns.  Approving this enactment could cost Rotary substantial 
resources to support.   

• This legislation is not necessary to allow clubs to take this action.  There is no current 
reason or restriction against clubs supporting environmental concerns.  In fact, the 
Rotary Code of Policies Article 8.040.5. encourages clubs to consider environmental 
projects as part of their community service. 

• The RI Board has recognized both the Environmental Sustainability Rotarian Action 
Group and the Environment Fellowship of Rotarians to connect members of the 
family of Rotary interested in addressing environmental concerns. 

While the RI Board and Rotary agrees that protecting the global environment is 
important, the decision on how to address environmental concerns through service is 
best left up to clubs and districts.  

For these reasons, the Board of Directors opposes Proposed Enactment 16-98.

 
 


