
September 29, 2014 
 

Preserving Decades of Rotary work 
 

An Open Letter to Rotary Club of Madison and District 6250 Members, 
 
Working to stop the global warming humanitarian crisis by enacting a revenue-neutral carbon tax 
(RNCT) will help the most people and will resonate with the next generation of Rotarians.  This crisis 
threatens to undo much of Rotary's good work.  ‘Service Above Self’ dictates that we work to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and inform others.  The Going Green Fellowship Group (GGFG) of the Rotary 
Club of Madison asks fellow Rotarians to take the time to read this letter.  We do this for our children, 
grandchildren and future generations. 
 
The GGFG proposes that between January 2015 and 
April 2016 Rotarians worldwide learn about a RNCT 
as a solution to the global warming humanitarian 
crisis.  We are asking the clubs of District 6250 to 
approve Proposed Enactment B which supports a 
RNCT, by December 15, 2014.  District approval will 
set the stage for this critical information sharing and 
dialogue to occur worldwide - 1.2 million Rotarians 
in 34,500 clubs in over 200 countries.  
 
In April 2016, delegates representing each District 
from around the world will convene as the Council 
on Legislation in Illinois to vote on proposed 
changes to Rotary International’s governing 
documents. 
 
The Purpose and Effect statement for Proposed Enactment B (excerpts copied below; link to Citations in 
blog post) supports this request: 
 

Polio eradication is being impeded by flooding, sewage contamination of water, and migration 
caused by global warming. This looming catastrophe potentially dwarfs polio, having already 
created climate refugees and contributed to war, food shortages and drought. The Millennium 
Project deems global warming to be humanity's biggest problem. 
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Additionally, May and August 2014 were the hottest in recorded history. 

 

Worldwide, scientists are 
virtually unanimous that 
global warming is caused 

by human greenhouse 
gas emissions (GGEs). 

The longer we wait to 
reduce GGEs, the greater 
the human suffering, the 

higher the cost to slow 
the warming, and the 

greater the damage to 
world economies.  

 

Temperatures will continue to rise unless GGEs are significantly reduced – can we 'adapt' to 
global warming? While individuals can reduce emissions, and clubs can undertake worthy 
projects, these actions will not be sufficient. Economists agree that the most effective way to 
reduce CO2 emissions is to enact a revenue-neutral carbon tax (RNCT) on fossil fuels and, as 
needed, implement border adjustments which can drive all countries to price carbon. 

===================================================================================== 
What are the adverse health impacts of global warming? 
On August 20, 2014, Dr. Jonathan Patz presented to our club about the relationship between water, 
global public health, polio eradication and global warming.  Dr. Patz is Director of the Global Health 
Institute of the University of Wisconsin and a lead author on Global Public Health for the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.   Dr. Patz noted that global warming is impeding the 
eradication of polio. 

 

 

http://ghi.wisc.edu/�
http://ghi.wisc.edu/�
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Water, Polio and Global Warming – webcast - 36 min.,  may require Silverlight Media Player. 
 
 
What does prudent risk management require? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 The more we delay, the more we will pay in lives and in money. 

 UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon - Sept. 17, 2014 
 
 
Risk Management 101 - 
 

 
Impact   x   Probability   =   Threat Level    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Since the Potential Impact is worldwide catastrophe (for our children, grandchildren and future 
generations) and 

the Probability is very high (based on the consensus of a vast majority of scientists), 
the Threat Level is extremely high.   We need to reduce GGE's rapidly. 

 
What is a revenue-neutral carbon tax? 
A RNCT is a federal tax shift.  Fossil fuel energy taxes go up, other taxes go down or households receive a 
dividend check.  Either way, this new tax is revenue-neutral and does not grow the government.  
Renewable energy generation increases because it becomes more economically viable.  Greenhouse gas 
emissions and the effects of global warming are reduced.  There is also a mechanism available – border 
adjustments – to provide other countries with an incentive or penalty to encourage them to enact a 
similar price on carbon. 
 

Some 2,500 economists, including nine Nobel Prize winners in economics, have endorsed the 
concept of tax shifts. Harvard economics professor and former chairman of George W. Bush’s 
Council of Economic Advisors N. Gregory Mankiw wrote in Fortune magazine: "This may be the 
closest thing to a free lunch that economics has to offer." 
    

   PLAN B 4.0 (2009), Lester Brown – founder, Worldwatch Institute 

 

 

http://ics.webcast.uwex.edu/Mediasite6/Catalog/Full/d6e8fe556f304712941050a8bb6bf98721�
http://www.microsoft.com/silverlight/�
http://www.earth-policy.org/images/uploads/book_files/pb4book.pdf�
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A Revenue Neutral Carbon Tax – webcast - 42 min., may require Silverlight Media Player 
September 3, 2014, Dick Smith, Citizens' Climate Lobby, explained the economic and CO2 reduction 
benefits of a RNCT as the best solution to mitigate global warming.  
 

Dick was also featured in a radio interview - CLIMATE CHANGE AND WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT,

 
 July 15, 2014 

Support for carbon tax grows... 
The Coming Climate Crash - Lessons for Climate Change in the 2008 Recession, Henry M. 
Paulson, Secretary of the Treasury, July 2006 to January 2009 - New York Times (July 21, 2014) 

The solution can be a fundamentally conservative one that will empower the 
marketplace to find the most efficient response.  We can do this by putting a price on 
emissions of carbon dioxide — a carbon tax. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It's not a tax if the government doesn't keep the revenue. 
   George Schultz, Economist and U.S. Secretary of State (1982–1989) 
 

What EXACTLY is being proposed? 
Enactment A – Empowers Rotary clubs to support the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions to 
mitigate the global warming humanitarian crisis. 
Enactment B – “A” plus empowers Rotary clubs to support a RNCT and, as needed, border adjustments.  
(link to citations for Purpose and Effect for "B" in blog post) 
 

Since Enactment B contains Enactment A, if "B" is ok'd by the District, Enactment A is not needed. 
 

(To receive Microsoft Word versions of the Proposed Enactments so clubs can insert their names at the 
top, email Karen - kdkhands at me dot com
 

) 

Why are projects not enough? 
While the GGFG has lined-up speakers, offered reusable water bottles and is planning a tree-planting 
project, our focus continues to be "how can we make the biggest difference related to the global 
warming humanitarian crisis?" 
 
Doing projects is good and necessary, but not sufficient.  We are certain that if policies are not changed, 
we will look up in 10 years and will have failed to meaningfully reduce carbon emissions

 

.  We don’t want 
to fail, there is too much at stake.  Enactment B is the key.  Enactment A is being proposed as a fallback 
because it is better than nothing. 

 

http://ics.webcast.uwex.edu/Mediasite6/Catalog/Full/d6e8fe556f304712941050a8bb6bf98721�
http://www.microsoft.com/silverlight/�
http://citizensclimatelobby.org/�
http://carolkobyradio.blogspot.com/2014/07/climate-change-and-what-to-do-about-it.html�
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/06/22/opinion/sunday/lessons-for-climate-change-in-the-2008-recession.html�
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Public sentiment is everything. With public sentiment, nothing can fail. Without it, nothing can 
succeed. 

      Abraham Lincoln 
 
To be considered, at least one District must support and submit each Proposed Enactment by December 
31, 2014.  If we fail to do this, Rotary will need to wait until the next Council on Legislation in 2019.  Our 
goal is to have several districts support each enactment. 
 
Why should Rotary be a leader in solving this problem? 
The Object of Rotary is to "encourage and foster the ideal of service" and global warming is adversely 
affecting all of Rotary's Six Areas of Focus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who else will lead?  Businesses?  not their job.  Elected Representatives?  not usually; if they get too far 
out in front, they could lose their job.  Just ask Bob Inglis, former Congressman from South Carolina.  
Environmental groups?  sure, but they have a narrower reach. 
 
People who care about the global warming humanitarian crisis will lead.  A speaker at the 2014 District 
6250 conference declared, "Rotarians run TO problems."  He's right.  These enactments are all about 
information sharing and dialogue; listening and learning, including with those not as certain that global 
warming is being caused by humans. 
 
Lions Clubs International (1.3 million members worldwide) already has a statement on the need for 
action on climate change.  The Boy Scouts (25 million youth and adults worldwide) added a 
Sustainability Merit Badge that educates about climate change.  Wow.  Leaders all. 
 
 

Climate change disproportionately affects 
the poor and vulnerable... 
 

 

Dr. Katharine Hayhoe 
     Professor of Atmospheric 
     Sciences and Author 

  

 

https://www.rotary.org/en/areas-focus�
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/feb/14/bob-inglis-republican-believes-climate-change�
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/planning-projects/community-environment/environment-chairperson-information/environmental-issues/climate-change.php�
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/planning-projects/community-environment/environment-chairperson-information/environmental-issues/climate-change.php�
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Engaging around this topic prepares Rotary to lead on a problem of grave concern and relevance to the 
next generation of Rotarians.  
 
Why are you suggesting Rotary break the “non-political” rule? 
Projects will not be sufficient.  Rotary has the opportunity to be a leader in sharing information on a 
RNCT worldwide so all Rotarians can learn and decide in April 2016. 
 

We are the first generation to feel the impact of climate change and the last generation that 
can do something about it. 

       Governor Jay Inslee, Washington State 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What's next? 
Rotary Club of Madison members

 

 - the GGFG is meeting with the Board of Directors and we hope to get 
the ok for a club vote in October.  Proposed plan: the Enactments would be read twice - on October 8 
and 22.  A member vote would occur after the reading on October 22.  We will have 30 minute 
"Listening & Dialogue" sessions on this before and after Rotary on the 8th and before Rotary on the 
22nd.  If you've read this far (!), please join our fellowship group!  Meetings are the first Wednesday of 
each month after Rotary from 1:30-2:15.  Simply contact the office and ask to be added.  Attend when 
you can; you'll be on the distribution list and will get updates on progress. 

District 6250 Clubs - your President has received information on this initiative from District Governor 
Dave Warren.  A member of our "Liaison with each club" team has been/will be in contact with your 
President.  Please share this information and work to gain support in your clubs.  Someone from our 
team is available to come and talk with your club.  To schedule a speaker for your club, board meeting or 
other information session, contact Karen at kdkhands at me dot com
 

 or 313.600.1670.    

Please look for more information in a week or so including PowerPoint presentations you can use to 
share information and dialogue in your clubs. 
 

in service, 
Paul Riehemann and Karen Kendrick-Hands 
Co-chairs 
 

P.S. – please check out and "Like" the Going Green Fellowship Facebook page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Going-Green-Fellowship-Rotary-Club-of-Madison-Wisconsin/247678595355768�
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Calls to action: 
• Causes of California drought linked to climate change, Stanford University (Science Daily, 

September 29, 2014) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• Climate Change Deemed Growing Security Threat by Military Researchers (NY Times, May 2014) 

 

The accelerating rate of climate change poses a severe risk to national security and acts as a 
catalyst for global political conflict, a report published Tuesday by a leading government-funded 
military research organization concluded.   
 

 ..... climate change-induced drought in the Middle East and Africa is leading to conflicts over 
food and water and escalating longstanding regional and ethnic tensions into violent clashes.  
 

The report also found that rising sea levels are putting people and food supplies in vulnerable 
coastal regions like eastern India, Bangladesh and the Mekong Delta in Vietnam at risk and could 
lead to a new wave of refugees.  

 
• 10 Signs Climate Change Is Already Happening  (Discovery Channel, April 2013). 

 

There is no real debate about whether climate change is occurring. 
 

.... scientists are increasingly seeing the evidence of global warming happening right now, many 
of them in line with predictions and some of them even more severe and more rapid than 
anticipated. The following list provides a sampling of some of the key pieces of evidence that 
climate change is not just a prediction, it is already underway. 

 

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2014/09/140929133559.htm�
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/14/us/politics/climate-change-deemed-growing-security-threat-by-military-researchers.html?_r=0�
http://www.cna.org/sites/default/files/MAB_2014.pdf�
http://news.discovery.com/earth/global-warming/10-signs-climate-change-is-already-happening-130422.htm�
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/306/5702/1686.full�
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